
1 
 

Check against delivery 

 

Statement of the Chairman 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

19 November 2014 
 

Proposed programme budget outline for the biennium 2016-2017  
(ACABQ report A/69/556) 

 
 
Mr Chairman, 
 
 I am pleased to introduce the Advisory Committee’s report (A/69/556) on the 
proposed programme budget outline for the biennium 2016-2017 (A/69/416). 
 
 According to the Secretary-General, the total preliminary estimate of the budget 
outline for the biennium 2016-2017 amounts to $5,698.5 million.  However, the Committee 
points out that this amount includes initiatives that are under consideration by the General 
Assembly and that preliminary estimates based only on established activities would actually 
amount to $5,645.2 million.  For purposes of greater clarity a breakdown of this figure is 
contained in Annex 1 to the report of the Advisory Committee.  Included in this figure is the 
biennium provision of $1,250.4 million in respect of special political missions in 2016-2017, 
reflecting a projected increase of $169.3 million primarily due to the establishment of new 
missions.  The Advisory Committee is of the view that the latest approved level of resources 
for the current mandates should be used as the basis for estimates relating to special political 
missions on the budget outline. 
 
 The Advisory Committee has pointed out that the estimates of $33.4 million indicated 
in para.13 (b) of the Secretary-General’s report include some initiatives that have yet to be 
considered by the General Assembly and in that sense, at this stage, they also should be 
treated in the budget outline similarly to the initiatives currently reflected in Annex II of the 
Secretary-General’s report.  Moreover, since the total also includes estimates related to 
activities previously approved by the General Assembly, detailed information should, in the 
view of the Committee, be provided to the Assembly.  It was the Committee’s view that the 
budget outline document should distinguish between estimates in support of mandated and 
those activities that have yet to be considered or are under consideration by the General 
Assembly.  The latter are presented in Annex II to the Committee’s report. 
 
 The Committee makes specific reference to UNMEER, which in its view, should be 
treated in the budget outline similarly to the initiatives currently reflected in Annex II of the 
Secretary-General’s report.  In the case of the decreases attributed to Umoja benefits 
realization ($30 million) the Committee points out that specific information on the benefits 
expected in each area should be presented to the General Assembly in advance of its 
consideration of the budgetary impact of benefits realization. 
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Mr. Chairman, 
 
 The Advisory Committee has also noted a few inconsistencies in the presentation of 
the document as well as in the application of the established terminologies and recommended 
that further clarification be provided to the General Assembly. 
 
 In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would also like to point out that the Advisory 
Committee recommends approval of the Secretary-General’s proposal that, for the biennium 
2016-2017, the level of the contingency fund be maintained at 0.75 per cent of the overall 
budget level for the biennium 2016-2017. 
 
 Thank you Mr. Chairman. 


